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Tess brings 'Funny Honniez 4 the Boyz'
Story and photos by MC1 Igo Wordu, Public Affairs office

Comedian Tess Drake
headlined the MWR-
sponsored four-day
comedy tour titled '4 the
Boyz' which began July
2 at the Windjammer
Ballroom.

Retha Jones formerly
pursued a career in
acting, She was in Shelby
Garret's "Beauty Shop."
She also performs on
BET's Comic View.

Cynthia Levin has 17 years
stand-up comedy experi-
ence. She's also appeared
on BET's Comic View and
with Colin Quinn on
Comedy Central.

Shayma Tash has made
appearances on the
"Tonight Show," "Best
Damn Sports Show
Period," and Ashton
Kutcher's MTV "Punk'd."

Kira Soltanovich moved
to San Francisco from
Ukraine when she was 4.
She has been featured on
the TV show "Bad girls
Behaving Badly."

Barely two months since her
last visit to Guantanamo Bay,
Tess Drake returned with her
‘Funny Honniez’ for a four-day
comedy tour headlined “4 the
Boyz.”

Comedians Retha Jones,
Shyma Tash, Kira Soltanovich,
and Cynthia Levin accompa-
nied Tess on the MWR-spon-
sored visit, which began July
2 at the Windjammer Ballroom.

“I loved her performance the
last time she came here, so I
thought it would be a good idea
to bring her back for the Inde-
pendence Day festivities,” said
Todd Jordan, MWR event or-
ganizer. “When I asked Tess to
come down here for another
tour, she was definitely on
board with the idea. In fact, it
was her idea to add more co-
medians.”

 “I enjoyed myself the last
time I was here, and the people
here appreciated my comedy so
I had to come back, this time
with something better,” said
Tess. “I invited some of the
most hilarious female comedi-
ans with me to add fun and
variety to the tour. The people
here are doing a great service
to our nation and they deserve

quality entertainment.”
An hour before the comedy

show began, the ballroom was
packed with fans with few
seats left vacant. JagStar, the
rock band based in Nashville,
Tenn. opened for the comedy
show.

The Meridian Miss. native
and her comic friends wasted
no time before making the
crowd roar with laughter with

their sublime and sometimes
edgy punch lines. The Cuban
iguana and the male-female ra-
tio in GTMO, were just a few
of their targets.

“Comedy can be inspired by
anything,” said Soltanocivh.
“Jokes can be ordinary things
you observe everyday. You
have to see the humor in things
that happen to you, whether
good or bad. It makes life a
little easier to deal with.” Tess
echoed this sentiment.

“Comedy for me was an
accident, she said. “ I use to
write down jokes from things
that I observed or conversa-
tions that I had with people
everyday. So when my mar-
riage, which lasted for 90 days,
was over, I turned to those
jokes, and then I realized that I
was funny. That is how I de-
cided to become a comedian.”

The comedians expressed
their gratitude for the
servicemembers and their fami-
lies for what they do for our
nation.

“It is definitely an honor to
be a part of this tour,” said
Jones. “I didn’t know anyway
else to show my appreciation
for the people down here, be-

sides taking part in this tour.
Frankly, I didn’t know what to
expect when Tess invited me,
but coming here and seeing
how lively the audiences are,
it’s truly rewarding. I have had
more fun here than I antici-
pated.”

Levin said she cherished her
trip to GTMO because it
changes her perception of the
base.

“It’s one thing seeing this
base from the media perspec-
tive, and its another being here
in person. The lifestyle here is
wonderful. GTMO has a lot to
offer. The iguanas haven’t
shown any interest in me. I’m
still waiting to hook-up with
one of them,” she joked.

Tash was one of the
crowd’s favorite. She did im-
personations of Al Pacino’s
character, Toni Montana, in the
movie ‘Scarface,’ as well as
Julia Roberts and Joan Rivers.

“She was pretty funny,” said
Andrey Simmons. “I loved the
impersonation she did.”

All five comedians have per-
formed in numerous shows on
military bases around the
world.
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